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Photo courtesy of Doris Prevost: Judeléne Pierre-Louis outside her home in Bas-Ridoré

My name is Judeléne Pierre-Louis. | am ten years old, and | live in Bas-
Ridoré. | am in second grade at Ecole Moderne de la Vallée. | love
mathematics—especially addition—and | often get very good grades. When

| grow up, | want to become a nurse, so | can take care of people and give
them medicine, just like my aunt takes care of me.

| don’t remember exactly how my illness began. At first, | was like other
children. | played with my friends, and my favorite game was jumping rope
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Then my body began to change. | started to feel a strong, throbbing pain in
my chest. My body became swollen, | lost my appetite, and | felt very weak.

| was taken to the hospital and given medicine, and for a while, the swelling
went down. | wasn’t afraid of the medicine—I wanted to get better. But
about a year later, the symptoms returned, and this time they were worse. |
could no longer play or jump. | remember thinking that | might die because
of how bad | felt.

In September of last year, while | was home alone with two of my cousins,
the pain came back stronger than ever. | began crying and couldn’t explain
what was happening. When my aunt rushed to me, | only remember telling
her that | couldn’t take it anymore.

That Friday marked the beginning of a terrifying time. | spent sixteen days
in the hospital in Jacmel. | did not feel well there. The space was not clean,
and | missed my friends very much. Sometimes my aunt did not have
enough money to pay for oxygen, even though the doctor wanted me on
oxygen all the time because of my pain. | was very scared.

With the help of HAPI, | was taken to Port-au-Prince in October. There, |
received an echocardiogram. Doctors discovered that there was a large
amount of fluid around my heart, which explained why my condition had
been misdiagnosed. | had to return to Port-au-Prince a second time, and
this time the diagnosis was clear: heart valve insufficiency. The doctors
believe my condition may be congenital or rheumatic in origin.

When | learned that there were plans to help me receive surgery, | felt hope

again. HAPI connected me with International Cardiac Alliance, to receive
the corrective surgery | need.

Without surgery, | am afraid. | worry that my condition will worsen, and
sometimes | am scared that | might not wake up.

With surgery, | imagine a different future.
— Judelene, age 10

| imagine returning to school without pain. | imagine playing again with my
twin brother, Judelin. He always says, “When my sister is sick, | stay close
to her. | want her to get better so we can grow up together.”
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| love my father very much. He always plays with me, and we are very
close. | also love my aunt deeply, because she never gave up on me. She
took me to the hospital again and again and cared for me when | was very

weak. She works with HAPI, and if | am able to have surgery, she will travel

with me and stay by my side during my recovery.

My case is complex, and doctors say | may need a long hospital stay—
possibly up to one month. What gives me hope is knowing that | will not be
alone. HAPI and the Felisane Clinic will be there for me when | return to
Haiti. | will need follow-up visits in Port-au-Prince, and HAPI has promised
to help make that possible.

Your support allows love to take action—transforming fear into hope and
opening the door to healing for children like Judeléne and for many others
still waiting for care.

When love surrounds us, fear does not have the final word.

) DONATE NOW

Warmly,
Valerie Mossman-Celestin
U.S. Executive Director

Be inspired! Follow our HAPI journey.

Haitian Assets for Peace International P.O. Box 68227, Grand Rapids, M| 49516 616-446-9558
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